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campus is an isolated and closed group, rumors have a devastating
effect on the community, and it is very hard to distinguish fact from -
fiction. This adds to the difficulties of communication and understand-
ing, and lends itself to uncritical thinking.

As a result of these two factors and of the many unfounded rumors and
because of genuine differences in opinion, there has been much unrest

on the campus of late. Unfortunately, this can only work to the detriment
of the students and the conditions under which they are trying to perform
in a demanding educational setting. If the time and energy which has
been spent recently in divisive and nonconstructive activity could have
been devoted to scholarship and academic goals, great improvement in
the environment for learning might be more readily noticed.

If those who want to carry on the great tradition of academic excellence
here will earnestly seek to continue to value rigorous intellectual work
and high standards of performance, much can be achieved. Shimer
welcomes all those who adopt its goals and put its principles ahead of
individual interests,

Neither retreat nor efforts to subvert the organized activities of the
College will solve our problems, but, by uniting, members of this
community can continue to make of Shimer a fine environment for
learning which can deserve our lasting loyalty.





